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In June a neurologist at the Buffalo VA
Medical Center ordered extensive tests and it
was then determined that Bruce actually had a
calcified herniated thoracic disc that was
compressing his spinal cord. The specialists

may wish to send to the foundation i1

recommended surgery to remove the disc and
decompress the spinal cord. There were no
guarantees or promises that this would correct
the problem, but without the surgery the cord
would become even more compressed and
Bruce would eventually become paralyzed.

Bruce went through two major back
surgeries, endured post-surgical complications,
but he became paralyzed in his lower body after
the surgery.

After medical rehabilitation in Kenmore NY,
Bruce was transferred to the Spinal Cord Injury
Linit at the | ouls Stokes VA Medical Center in
Cleveland OH, where he received 4 months of
extensive physical and occupalional therapies to
help him regain the feeling and movement. He
has seen greal improvement in the sensory area
o date, bt does not have any voluntary motor
movement. The doclors in Cleveland have
classifled Bruces injury as an incomplete!
spinal cord injury. which means that there is the
chance that Bruce will one day walk again.
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